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Featuring carefully edited contributions from international experts, European Politics blends an

analysis of individual nation states with an examination of the critical issues that confront them all.

Taking into account the enlargement of the European Union, it provides coverage of Central and

Eastern Europe along with discussions of Western Europe. The text considers both the national and

transnational factors that affect and are affected by politics in Europe--notably European integration

and globalization. European Politics includes chapters on all the major issues, organized into four

sections. Section One provides basic information and details of the essential debates concerning

the states of Europe and the European Union. Section Two presents comparative chapters on the

key features of European politics. These offer a sense of the major areas of continuity and change

across Europe as a whole. Section Three again presents explicitly comparative chapters outlining

the developments in specific policy sectors. Finally, Section Four outlines the nature of Europe's

external relations. European Politics is enhanced by excellent pedagogical features including

readers' guides, key points, questions, web links, text boxes, a glossary, and a guide to further

reading. A companion website features resources for students including an interactive map of

Europe with facts, key dates, and web links for twenty-six countries; mulitiple-choice questions for

each chapter; and a flashcard glossary. It also contains PowerPoint slides for instructors.
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`All of the chapters are well written by outstanding scholars, providing comprehensive but



accessible coverage of the topic. The book is commendable reading for students and a useful

didactic instrument for lecturers in the field of European studies.' Sorm Denca, University of

Birmingham

Colin Hay is Professor of Political Analysis at the University of Birmingham. Anand Menon is

Director of the European Research Institute and Professor of European Politics at the University of

Birmingham.

This was required for a class, but frankly it was interesting enough I was even willing to read the

chapters not assigned. It's well organized and researched, and the writing straddles the line

between "academic journal article" and "interesting newspaper article." It clearly conveys a lot of

information without boring or overwhelming the reader. My professor supplemented this book with

ch 3 of Vivien Schmidt's "The Futures of European Capitalism" in order to help us better understand

how European economies differ from the USA and each other. Despite the fact that I didn't think I'd

be particularly interested in this subject, it turned out to be one of the most interesting classes I've

taken (I am a senior in college working on my BA in Political Science.)
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